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AMVETS LADIES AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA 

MINUTES-JUNE CONVENTION 2025 

 

Friday June 20, 2025 

There was no Business session as all Officers were expected to attend the Joint Meeting and the 

Memorial Services. With the Department Presidents reception to follow the Memorial Services. 

Saturday June 21st, 2025 

Nikki Anderson, The Convention Chair began the meeting at 8:30 am with the introduction of 

Past National Presidents: PNP/PDP Charlene Kee 2008-2009, PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin 

2016/2017. 

Nikki Anderson, Convention Chair Introduced Past Department Presidents of Florida Marylou 

Masso 2008-2009, PDP Donnajeanne Merritt 2011-2013, PDP Karen Powers 2013-2015, PDP 

Sherry Marecek 2017-2019, PDP Debbie Beck 2021-2023, our Department President PNP Patty 

Piening 2023 to Present. 

The Department of Florida Ladies Auxiliaries 80th President Patty Piening was introduced and 

was given the gavel by Nikki Anderson the Convention Chair. 

Meeting was called to order: by Madam President Patty Piening at 8:50 am and welcomed all to 

the 80th Convention. 

Presentation of Colors: by Sgt at Arms Clauda Thompson 

Invocation: by Chaplain Faye Caldwell 

Pledge of Allegiance: by Sgt at Arms Claudia Thompson 

Preamble: Read by 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright 

Aims and Purposes: Read by 2nd Vice President Sharon Sheldon 

Code Of Ethics: Read by 3rd Vice President Karen Schooley 

Definition of Americanism: by Americanism Officer Toni Plemmons 

Roll Call of Officers: by Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau 
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Guest Speaker: PDP AJ John said it is a pleasure to be here today, and wanted to give update on 

AMVETS Post 30, with all your help and others in organization, AMVETS Post 30 will be open 

tomorrow, June 22nd, 2025. He then introduced AMVETS Post 30 new Commander Tony.  

PDP AJ John told us that with the damages, some vandalism, and some theft, they need an AC, 

which will cost about $7,000 at this current time with their membership help they have raised 

about $4,500 still in need of $2,500. Also, he gave us an update on AMVETS National 

Commander will be getting out of the hospital today. Madam President at this time asked to 

pass a hat around to help with their new AC needed. 

Executive Secretary Donna Jeanne Merritt advised the reason names missing from Revals as it 

received after the book went to print. 

First Credentials Report: by Credential Chair April Higgins reported on Page 105. This is the First 

Credentials not the final. The Total Vote was 203 registered with a majority vote of 103 and 2/3 

being 135 as of June 21st, 2025. If you have any questions to see April Higgins after the business 

meeting today. 

Reading of Convention Rules: by PNP/PDP Charlene Kee, rules are on page 13. 

Appoint Timekeeper: by Madam President Patty Piening appointed PDP Karen Powers Aux. #78.  

PNP/PDP Charlene Kee, move to accept and adopt the Convention Rules, seconded by 

PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin, no discussion, MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Agenda: PDP Debbie Beck move to approve the agenda as published, seconded 

by 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright, no discussion, MOTION CARRIED. 

Guest Speaker: Jr. AMVETS President Ronald Parkinson thanked everyone for their support for 

the past year and then he introduced the new 2025-2026 Officers: President-Janoah Master, Sr. 

Vice President-Makenzie Baca, Jr. Vice President-Jaden Parkinson, Chaplain-Zakhai Master, 

Treasurer-Amir McElvin, Secretary-Dekina Harvey, Sgt-at-Arms-Dakota Flack, Parliamentarian-

Jossiey Eckert, P.R.O -Francis Fusko. At this time Aux. #50 Michele Wells and Heather Novan 

presented to Jr. AMVETS 50 lbs of tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. 

Junior AMVETS Coordinator: by Sarah Baca, her report did not make it to the book but has 

been handed out. The Junior AMVETS have had an amazing year of service reporting. Between 

Post 30, post 26 and our 41 members, the Junior AMVETS reported to National 19,488 in 

evaluations between Americanism, Hospital, Community Service, and Child Welfare. All the 

Coordinators are extremely proud of these Junior AMVETS and their hard work and dedication 

to our organization. As you heard in our Joint Meeting on Friday, our outgoing President, Ronald 

raised over$2,500.00 toward his project Ronald McDonald Charities. Thank you to every 

organization, posts and members who bought 50/50 to help us raise funds for his project. Our 
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Incoming President is excited to get started. His project will be the Southeastern Guide Dogs 

through Dogs, Inc. They take rescue dogs and train them as service animals for Veterans. 

Thanked Madam President for her service to the Auxiliary and all she has done for the past 2 

years. 

Minutes from February 2025 SEC: read by Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau. Robin Trudeau 

move to accept the February 2025 SEC minutes, second by Patti Razor Aux. #1, no discussion 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Communications: Presented by Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau. Letters of intentions to run 

for the National Officers read: The Department of New York announce the candidacy Of Mary 

Lamphere for National President. The Department of Indiana announce the candidacy of Debra 

Gass as National 2nd Vice President. Department of Illinois announce the candidacy of Laurie 

Shea for 3rd Vice President. Department of Maryland announce the candidacy of Donna Tolland 

for 3rd Vice President. The Department of Alaska announces the candidacy of Barbara Montagne 

for Scholarship Officer. The Department of Michigan announces the candidacy of Faye 

Richardson-Green for Americanism Officer. The Department of Michigan announces PDP Allison 

Aldrich for Hospital Officer. The Department of Kentucky announces the candidacy of Kathy 

Hays for Sergeant of Arms. The Department of New York announces the candidacy of Donna 

Smith for Chaplain. 

Thank you from Robin Trudeau for the loss of her mother-in-law Helen Duverger, thank you for 

all the text, emails, calls and for all that showed up for Helen’s Celebration of Life. I truly 

appreciated each and every one of you. 

Eboard Recommendation: Read by Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau. PDP Sherry Marecek 

move that the Webmaster be included in the mandatory Training Program in July. Second by 

PDP Debbie Beck, no discussion MOTION CARRIED. 

PDP Sherry Marecek move to have incoming President appoint a Ways & Means Chair for a 

one year term, with compensation to attend meetings and actively work on fundraising for 

the 2026 National Convention which is being held in Florida, second by Jan Northcutt, no 

discussion, MOTION CARRIED. 

1st Vice President Chrissy Albright move if any award has 2 Winners and the award is a plaque, 

the Department will pay for the 2nd plaque, seconded by PDP Karen Powers, no discussion, 

MOTION CARRIED.  

Robin Trudeau move the change in PNP Anne E. Hall Memorial Scrapbook Award to remove 

requirements for service reports to be submitted. They will supply year end totals for all 

programs and totals will be validated by the NEC, seconded by 1st Vice President Chrissy 

Albright, no discussion MOTION CARRIED. 
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Finance Report: by Treasurer PDP Sherry Marecek report is on page 27-43, hoping you all 
have reviewed the reports because this is your money. Pages 34-37 is our proposed budget 
for the year 2025-2026. Adjustments have been added in few areas and per our February 
SEC approval, officers’ allowances were increased by 3% due to the cost of increases.  

PDP Sherry Marecek move to accept the 2025-2026 Budget as published in the 
Convention Book, second by PDP Debbie Beck, no discussion MOTION CARRIED  

Thank you for a great Finance Committee, 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright, 2nd Vice 
President Sharon Sheldon, 3rd Vice President Karen Schooley and PDP Debbie Beck. Thank 
you, PDP Donnajeanne Merritt, as they worked very close together, so it is a good thing they 
are friends! Thanked Madam President and it has been great working with you and a job 
well done. On personal note, PDP Sherry Marecek noted her husband passed on May 31st, 
thanked all that called, text and email. Thank you all for your support, you truly are sisters. 

Audit Committee Report: By 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright, the committee met on 
Thursday June 19th, 2025. All the books and account to the bank statement with no errors or 
variances. Thank you to the committee members, 2nd Vice President Sharon Sheldon, 3rd 
Vice President Karen Schooley, PDP NEC Debbie Beck. 

Introduction of 1st Timers: by PDP Donnajeanne Merritt with 32 First Timers from Aux. #1 
Martha Faye Perry, Bessie Thompson, and Glenda McKinney. Aux. # 2 Amy Brummund, 
Aux. #9 Jennifer Whelan, Aux. #15 Diane Windrom and Janis Bee, Aux. #26 Mariellen 
Martin, Aux. #35 Patty Minard, Aux. # 50 Carrie Poma, Aux. # 60 Robin Kramer, Aux. # 78 
Debora Maloney Cain, Aux. # 81 Carly Harkins , Aux. # 422 Joyce Shannon and April 
Darnell, Aux. #444 Karen Homaday, Aux. #447 Sandy Case, Bethany Sander and Brenda 
Garyhill, Aux. #911 Janice Piegaro, Aux. #1292 Patti Smith, Aux. # 2001 Kimberly Satmary, 
Aux. #2006 Brandy Warren, Debra Case and Ronda Brewer, Aux. # 7467 LeVetra Flourning, 
Tami Scarlett and Tammy Clary. Unfortunately, Unknown Aux. numbers Christina Johnston, 
Stacy McDonald, Tracy Toth and Madeline Jenkins.  

Department Officers Report 

President: by Patty Piening, her report is on page 14, please read it at your leisure. Thanked 
everyone for allowing her to serve you as your Madam President it was a privilege and 
honor. Department of Floor is second to none, we set an example through National. 
Representing you has been amazing. We have collected $24,965 for her Project Ashley 
House! Tonight, at the banquet she will have a cross over bag to be raffled off for the 
Veterans only, PNP/PDP Charlene Kee will collect all Veterans names that are there tonight. 
It has been a great 2 years, thanked PNPs, PDPs for their guidance and training, thanked all 
officers on the board. Donation mentioned on the Floor for Madam President project were 
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Aux. #26 & #8 for $1,231.00, Aux. #4-$100.00, Aux. #50-$2313.00, Aux. #2415-$110.00, 
Aux.444-$4,000.00. Also, Donna Chaparro is making jewelry and being sold this weekend, 
50% or monies earned will go to Madam Presidents project Ashley House. Madam 
President’s brother passed away and she thanked all for their cards, texts, and calls. 

1St Vice President: by Chrissy Albright, her report is on page 15-20. We have passed the 
December 31st deadline for annual renewals. Please reach out to members who have not 
renewed. Retention of existing members is as important as recruiting new members, and 
the personal touch of reaching out may make all the difference to someone. Our 
membership is only growing due to new members. Please try and focus on both renewals 
and new members. A quick reminder that 990’s for fiscal year 2024-2025 opening for filing 
on June 1st and all auxiliaries will need to file and return a copy the First Vice President to 
remain in good standing. It is the First Vice Presidents responsibility to validate the 990, not 
her responsibility to retrieve them all. The AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary website 
houses the National Lines under the publications tab: www.amvetsaux.org. The AMVETS 
Ladies Auxiliary Department of Florida new website has membership forms under the tab: 
www.amvetsflaxu.org I encourage you to access these resources. 

2nd Vice President: by Sharon Sheldon, her report is on pages 20-23. She thanked everyone 
for an awesome year. Child welfare had 39 Auxiliaries reporting with a total evaluation of 
459,055, that is almost 100,000 over from last year’s totals. I would like to recognize 
Auxiliary 1992 for having neat, readable & timely reports handed in, which made her job so 
much easier. We have a new web address which is www.amvetsflaux.org, please use this 
to access your service reports that have been fillable. Thanked Madam President for her 
leadership the past 2 years and wishing her a successful convention. 

3rd Vice President: by Karen Schooley, her report is on page 24 with her contact 
information, please reach out to her at any time for help with your reports. Your community 
service projects along with Paws and your contributions to your local communities were 
overwhelming, to say the least as told in your reports. Even though there were issues within 
the reports such as numbers on the reports being mis-numbered at the top or missing, 
miscalculation in the totals, volunteers being added as new instead of PR’s, taking care of 
your Post or members is not reportable. But we were able to resolve these issues together 
mostly by phone in a personal manner promptly, which was a wind for all of us, so we are 
all helping each other to succeed and make next year’s reports even better. Be proud of 
yourselves. Community Service ended the year successfully in total of 1,348,026 as listed 
in the stats report of your convention book. Please continue to help our Veterans, our 
communities and the children with your generosity and random acts of kindness along the 
way so those in need will not have to walk alone. Thanks to everyone and it was a pleasure 
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serving as your Community Service Officer this year. Wished Madam President a 
successful convention.  

Parliamentarian: by PNP/PDP Charlene Kee, her report is on page 58. Please mark Okay on 
Aux. 19 their Bylaws are in good standing. We have only one Auxiliary not in good standing 
for bylaws, Aux. # 29. 

By Laws Committee: by PNP/PDP Charlene Kee. The Bylaws Committee met yesterday 
and had 11 guests. They have completed the guidelines to abide by to avoid Trusteeship 
and the Process of Trusteeship that we would like to add with the National Constitution, 
Article XII Discipline. Section 3, page 23, Trusteeship. We are already doing it, but it is not 
written. This will be passed out during our October SEC Meeting. Every auxiliary will receive 
a copy that is not in attendance. We also proposed the resolution that will be coming from 
our NEC woman. Thank you to the Bylaws Committee, PDP Sherry Marecek, PNP/PDP 
Debbie Beck, Karen Schooley and Wendy Luzader. Thank you for your knowledge and your 
commitment to serving this committee. PNP/PDP Charlene Kee has received several calls 
regarding this recommendation that she is about to read. Our job as the Bylaws Committee 
is to accept resolutions, recommendations, suggestion and present them to the body to 
vote on it. Madam President has already appointed a Timekeeper and Madam President 
has decided on a secret ballot vote for a standing rule to be added. Madam President had 
to appoint 2 persons to help total the votes as there were no guests in the room, Madam 
President appointed PNP/PDP Charlene Kee and 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright. 

PNP/PDP Charlene Kee read, it is recommended that any member seeking to run for the 
position of President or Vice Presidents must have previously been elected to and served in 
another elected position within the AMVETS Auxiliary Department of Florida. This 
requirement ensures that the candidates possess a foundational understanding of the 
organization’s operation, leadership responsibilities, and commitment to the auxiliary. 
PNP/PDP Charlene Kee move for recommendation to Add a new #7 Standing Rules: 
Any member seeking to run for the position of President or Vice Presidents must have 
previously been elected to and served a full term in another elected Position within 
the AMVETS Ladies Department of FL. Seconded by PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin, 
discussion, Anne Elkins Aux. #2000 asked if this is a change in standing rules or addition, 
PNP/PDP Charlene Kee advised this is an addition #7 to our Standing rules. Robin Trudeau, 
Dept of Fl Recording Secretary stated she has an appointed position at this time and 
wanted to know if the body on the floor knows who the Elected and Appointed positions 
are. PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin said it really does not matter who the Elected people are the 
recommendation was that they served as an Elected position before the can run for 
President or Vice Presidents to understand the process. PDP Marylou Maslo wants all 
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these ladies to know the whole country looks to the Dept. of Florida for guidance because 
we are so meticulous in what we do, we are learning all the time. Every time we have a 
bylaw meeting somebody brings up something new, you don’t know something happens till 
it happens, so then you try to do something about it  so it won’t happen again, so that is 
why new things have to added all the time and its always for the betterment of our 
department. Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau respects what Evelyn and Marylou for 
everyone’s questions and answers, but in the past 10 years I have heard nothing but follow 
your heart, be loyal, be committed, I feel that is the way and I have followed that! I have 
done all of this but as Elected and Appointed you are saying that a Chaplin can run but not 
the Recording Secretary. Voted in favor to add Standing Rule #7 -Any Member seeking to 
run for the position of President or Vice Presidents must have previously been elected 
to and served a full term in another elected position within the AMVETS Ladies 
Auxiliary Department of Fl. MOTION CARRIED. Parliamentarian PNP/PDP Charlene Kee 
noted standing rule #7, Motion has been carried, and a copy of the Standing rules will be 
passed out in the October SEC 

NEC: by PDP Debbie Beck, her report is on page 54-56 please read it when you can. The 
year end totals are in the book. Great job everyone! We have had an awesome year in 
reporting. Our grand total was $2,727,817.00. I hope you have all applied for awards this 
year, you have all done amazing work! She recognized a service Officer, Karen Schooley, 
she exemplifies what it takes to be a service officer. She has heard from many auxiliaries 
how she has helped and supported them in getting their jobs completed. Hats off to Karen!! 
It has been her pleasure to serve as your NEC woman these past 2 years. She appreciated 
your support as she will run for another term as your NEC. It has been her honor and 
privilege to serve with Madam President the past 2 year and wished her a successful 
convention. If you plan to attend the National Convention please see her after the meeting 
for Pre-registration. From the Bylaws committee, in our Constitution, we believe a 
paragraph is misplaced. PDP Debbie Beck read the paragraph from the Constitution page 
23 as: The seriousness and possible legal ramifications of the above should always be 
considered. The Constitutional rights and responsibilities of membership shall always be 
the first priority. Personality conflicts and problems are not an issue for infringing on the 
members’ constitutional rights. Problems from the Post Clubroom are under the 
jurisdiction of AMVETS or licensing laws and shall be handled by AMVETS. Violations of the 
canteen rules are disciplined by AMVETS. More serious infractions such as conduct 
unbecoming an auxiliary member are handled through the Auxiliary Discipline procedure.” 
We would like to move this paragraph to the beginning of the Article XII Discipline, we would 
like to remove in the first paragraph” OF THE ABOVE”, and the last sentence to be removed” 
MORE SERIOUS INFRACTIONS SUCH AS CONDUCT UNBECOMING AN AUXILIARY 
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MEMBER ARE HANDLED THROUGH THE AUXILIARY DISCIPLINE PROCEDURE.” PDP 
Debbie Beck move to write a Resolution letter to National regarding the Paragraph 
read above for Discipline Article XII, seconded by PDP Sherry Marecek, no discussion 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Alt NEC: Read by PDP Marylou Maslo her report is on page 57. She has very much enjoyed 
being your Alt NEC for the past 2 years and hopes to continue to do it, no matter what, you 
can always come to her for any questions. Thank you, Madam President, for a great 2 years, 
she has been very easy to work with. Please come to our school of instruction at 2:00 p.m. 

Chaplain: Read by Faye Caldwell, her report is on page 53 please read it at your leisure. It 
has been an honor to serve as your Chaplain for the past 2 years and thanked Madam 
President for her guidance and for all she does and continues to do for our AMVETS, hope 
you have a successful Convention. 

Americanism: by Tonni Plemmons, her report is on pages 44-46, please read it. We had 
75% of auxiliary that reported with the valuation of over 450,000, it has been then largest in 
the 2 years of her being an Americanism officer. Thanked Madam President, it has been a 
privilege to work with you and for you. 

Hospital: by Jan Northcutt, her report is on pages 47-49, please read it and her email has 
changed to jansews2025@yahoo.com. Please Volunteer at Veterans Facilities, such as 
hospitals and nursing homes, they all need volunteers and only takes about 4 hours a week 
and you can report it. They had 29 auxiliaries that report with the total valuations this year 
was 322,461 and do not forget our new website is amvetsflaux.org. Hope Madam President 
a great Convention and it has been a pleasure to work with you and all the other officers. 

Sergeant-at-Arms: by Claudia Thompson, her report is on page 61, please read it. She 
thanked Michele Ousley Aux. #81, Brandy Higgins Aux.#777, and Makenzie Aux. #4. Ladies, 
be kind to the pagers, if they come by with the cup because of something you did, please 
be kind. If you have an issue with someone or somebody, please see her after the meeting.  

Scholarship: by Kim Clarke, her report is on page 50, please read it at your leisure. They 
had 25 auxiliaries that reported with a total of 147,382 evaluations. Wished Madam 
President a successful Convention, it has been a pleasure working with her the past 2 
years. 

Executive Secretary: by Donnajeanne Merritt, her report is on page 59, please read it as it 
contains information you will need to use. In your packets you will find membership 
rosters, a Revalidation form, a Dues Remittance form, a Service Report form, and 
information for the executive secretary and website. Please bring your packets back this 
afternoon to be used during training. She thanked everyone for all their hard work during 
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this past year in sending in your membership forms. Once again, I would ask you to make 
sure that the forms are legible, fully filled out with complete addresses and zip codes. 
Please use our website amvetsflaux.org as all the forms you need are on the website and 
are fillable. Just download the form and fill it in, print it off and send me the proper number 
of copies as indicated on each form. The website will be updated during the month of July 
so new information will be available as well as new dates for deadlines. Deadlines are 
important. Please note that until the end of July, we cannot accept any new members, and 
no renewals should be sent in until the end of August or the first of September. The renewal 
cards come from National, and she cannot do any renewals until she receives the cards. 
Right now, if you have a member who has not renewed, that lady will have to come in as a 
new member and must requalify for membership (showing her paperwork, etc. The cut off 
for membership was May 15, 2025). Wished Madam President a very successful 
convention and thanked her for her confidence in her by allowing her to serve as her 
Executive Secretary. Food for thought: try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud. 

Recording Secretary: by Robin Trudeau, her report Is on page 60. When doing Roll Call 
please speak loud and clearly so she can accurately record your presence. Remember no 
one can answer the roll call for you. An Alternate SEC woman may answer roll call if the 
SEC is not present, but the must be listed on the revalidation form from your Auxiliary. If you 
need to be excused for SEC or Convention, please notify Madam President as she is the 
ONLY one that can excuse you from SEC or Convention as this will reflect on the Roll Call 
should your name be on it. All Motion must be written out on Motion Slip by the one making 
the motion, at that time, that same person needs to put who seconded that motions name 
on the Motion Slip, then have Madam President and Parliamentarian sign it and return to 
recording secretary ASAP,  this is VERY important to be recorded in the minutes. Thank you 
to the Sergeant of Arms, Claudia Thompson for always helping with passing out the Motion 
Slips. Thanked Madam President, it was an honor to serve as your Recording Secretary for 
the past 2 years.  

Parliamentarian PNP/PDP Charlene Kee read the Election Rules on page 103. 

PNP/PDP Charlene Kee move for the adoption of our Election Rules, June 2025, 
seconded by Ramona Mourhess, no discussion MOTION CARRIED. 
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1st Nomination of Officers: Madam President Patty Piening opened the nominations, and 
the following nominations took Place:  

President-Chrissy Albright-- nominated by PDP Debbie Beck 

1st Vice President -Sharon Sheldon-- nominated by Donnajeanne Merritt 

2nd Vice President-Wendy Luzader-- nominated by Susan Haines Aux. #422 

                                      -Karen Schooley --nominated by PDP Sherry Marecek  

3rd Vice President-NO nominees at this time 

Treasurer-PDP Sharon (Sherry)Marecek-- nominated by PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin 

Chaplain-Dawn Stewart-- nominated by Tawanda Peoples  

Sgt-at-Arms-Tajuana Glands Mckenzie-- nominated by herself. 

Americanism Chairman -Kim Clarke--nominated by PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin 

          -Faye Caldwell--nominated by Karen Schaffer 

Hospital Chairman- Jan Northcutt--nominated by PDP Sherry Marecek  

Scholarship Chairman- Leslie Long--nominated by Minnie Dell Demoura Aux. #444 

NEC Woman- PDP Debbie Beck-- nominated by PDP Sherry Marecek 

Alt NEC Woman- Marylou Maslo--nominated by PDP Donnajeanne Merritt 

      - PDP Patty Piening--nominated by PNP/PDP Charlene Kee 

NOMINATION CLOSED TILL SUNDAY BUSINESS MEETING JUNE 22, 2025. 

Announcements:  

PRO Tara Dean asked auxiliaries who want their pictures taken for Madam Presidents 
scrapbook to please stay after this meeting. 

PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin asked that everyone return back for Honors and Awards this 
afternoon, lets cheer on the winners. 

Madam President ask us to return at 1:30 p.m., for the Caucus of Officers 

Benediction: by Chaplain Faye Caldwell 

Respect of Colors: by Sgt.-at-Arms Claudia Thompson 

Recess until Sunday June 22nd, 2025. 
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Sunday June 22nd, 2025, Business Session 

Baskets, 50/50 and Gavaliers raffles were drawn prior to meeting. 

Call to Order: by 1st Vice President Chrissy Albright 

Invocation: by Chaplain Faye Caldwell 

Pledge of Allegiance: by Sgt.-at-Arms Claudia Thompson 

Roll Call: by Recording Secretary Robin Trudeau 

Continued Officers Reports 

Gavaliers: by PDP Sherry Marecek. Their meeting was held yesterday with our officers 
elected. We had 32 First Timers and would like to see all of them return to our meetings. It 
has been brought to our attention that in our meeting room, it is a Department Meeting, we 
all have  issues  with one an other or not, do not display any form of negativity towards one 
another, if you don’t like them, sit on the other side of the roof, This is a Department 
Meeting, you can be brought up on charges Conduct unbecoming! Conduct yourselves 
While we are in a meeting. The issue from Friday, with ladies being turned away for not 
having collared shirts, this will be addressed, will come back to you in October SEC. 
Gavaliers 50/50 raised $440.00 this weekend, going toward assisting dogs. Questions read 
on the floor. 1) How do you deal with AMVETS Commander who bullies auxiliary of what he 
says contradicts with our Ladies Auxiliary bylaws? Advised to have their Madam President 
to contact Dept of Fl Madam President and she will contact Dept of Fl AMVETS 
Commander, to stay out of it. 2) Can we have a mini training for specific office? Advised we 
do Training in October at school of instruction or contact your Dept. Madam President she 
may send a Department Officer in your area. 3) What if the number in book is different than 
what they were told from the Dept Officer? Advised contact that Department Service 
Officer have them email you the correct number, so you have a paper trail. Christy Layton 
Aux. 44 spoke on the floor, this is her question, every year she emails her Service Officer 
and when they get here the numbers in the book are always different, which could interfere 
with awards and has heard this from several Auxiliaries the same issue. Parliamentarian 
PNP/PDP Charlene Kee has advised when there is an issue with a Service Officer you need 
to come to the floor at the meeting and state your concern to that Service Officer on the 
floor. Chisty Layton has advised she will from now on, on that Saturday meeting.  

Grievance Chair: by PDP Sherry Marecek has reported nothing is going on this year, 
already advised what not to do in the meeting room earlier. Just respect each other no 
conflicts You all have been great.  
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Guest Speaker, Dept of Fl Riders President Bob Olivier was honored and privilege to 
represent the Dept of Fl AMVET Riders and present a check for $500.00 to Madam 
President project Ashley House. 

Quartermaster: by Toni Fox, her report is on page 60. Advised Madam President it has been 
a pleasure being her Quartermaster, thanked her for appointing her. A big thank you to 
those that reach out to her in between the SEC’s and Convention inquiring about things and 
placing orders. A big thank you to everyone for continuing your support. She is fully aware 
that the AMVETS quartermaster of the Dept of Fl continues to sell the Ladies Auxiliary 
items, but please remember to try and continue to support us, the Ladies Auxiliary first. As 
always, a special thank you to those that volunteer to help her this weekend, Robin Kramer 
Aux. #60. For Friday’s sales, they brought in $3,754.16 and for Saturday sales $928.00 for a 
total of $4,682.16. 

Convention Chair: by Nikki Anderson thanked all that has volunteered to help on the floor 
selling tickets and to those that brought baskets. Baskets raised $768.00. The Mash Bash 
banquet was a success and awards were given out. Please see me after the meeting to sign 
out 50/50 Tickets to bring back to your Post to sell and return them in October SEC.  

Nikki Anderson move for the Ladies Auxiliary to donate $2500.00 to the AMVETS toward 
the banquet, discussion PDP Sherry Marecek asked do we have any receipts for the 
banquet, Nikki advised she has asked for receipts they did say they emailed them, but she 
has not received them. PDP Sherry Marecek advised we should not pay anything without a 
receipt. Nikki advised she can email the Rosen and ask them again for it. Tara Dean Aux. 
#26 asked if we can amend a motion stating “2500.00 upon receipt” PDP Sherry Marecek 
advised we should not put amount on it with no receipt. PNP/PDP Charlene Kee advised if 
there is not a second on the MOTION it dies there. 

MaryEllen Beams Aux. #26 amends the Motion to move to donate $2,500.00 to AMVETS 
for the Banquet subject to receiving the receipt from the AMVETS, seconded by 
PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin, stand up vote, MOTION FAILED. 

Donna Chaparro report read by Robin Trudeau, as she has no voice. The bracelets that 
were being sold in the back of the room were made by Donna and 50% of sales goes to 
Madam Presidents project Ashley House, she raised $249.00 and gave Madam President 
$125.00 for Ashley House. 

Honors & Awards Chairman: by PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin, hope all enjoyed the Honors & 
Awards yesterday, very busy weekend. She was able to give another award, Donnajeanne 
Hackler Award for Americanism, goes to Aux. #26. Thanked everyone who helped with the 
Honors and Awards.  
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Madam President announced the Auxiliary Woman of the Year, Congratulation to 
Jaqueline Thomas Aux. #312!! 

Madam President announced the Auxiliary of the Year Award, Congratulation to 
Auxiliary #44. 

Appeals Chairman: read by PDP Marylou Maslo, her report is on page 66, thank you from 
the bottom of her heart that she has NO report this year. Thank you too all. 

Dept Officers Training Chairman: read by PNP/PDP Charlene Kee that her report is on 
page 58 at the bottom. If you are elected and appointed for the 2025-2026 term. There will 
be a mandatory meeting unless you are excused by the Dept. Madam President, at the 
TownePlace Suites in Orlando FL Friday July 11 till Sunday July 13, 2025. Will share more 
information to these officers during the Post Meeting after this convention. So, please stay. 
Informed Madam President it has been an honor and privilege to serve the past two years 
under her leadership. 

NEC/PDP Debbie Beck announced as a reminder that if you are going to the National 
Convention to please see her after the meeting so she can get the pre-registration form in 
asap.  

Bushnell Cemetery Rep:  by Claude Thompsons report is on page 7. Please stop by a 
military cemetery and leave a penny for a Veteran, would be greatly appreciated.  

Bay Pines: by Jan Northcutt report is on page 71 please read it at your leisure.  

President Council: by Nikki Anderson, she reported they introduced themselves and 
discussed what each auxiliary is doing. Election was held: New President Kathleen Larson 
Aux. $312, 1st Vice President Joann Kelderman Aux.#2000, Chaplain Samantha Ray Aux. 
#292, and Secretary Ardi Kiser Aux. #777. 

SEC Council: by Leslie Long, announced she had in attendance 24 SEC, 5 Alt SEC and 11 
guests. She reported they went over important dates for upcoming reporting, the new 
website amvetsflaux.org, opened floor for questions. The question that was raised is 
whether an auxiliary went to the hospital 6 different times to visit, how many projects is 
that? NEC/PDP Debbie Beck advised that would be 6 projects. Elections were held: 
President Leslie Long Aux. #444, 1st Vice President Patti Razor Aux. #1, Chaplain Judy 
Cottrell Aux. #4, and Secretary Mary Ellen Beams Aux. #26. Thanked Patti Razor for her 
really kind words. Thanked Madam President for a wonderful SEC. Personal privilege.  

District Presidents Reports: District II Nikki Anderson reported on page 72, District III 
Carie Shaffer report is on page 73 and congratulation to Post #1 for re-opening and District 
VI April Higgins her report is on page 74. 
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Local Presidents Reports: Local Presidents have reported on events that have happened 
at their Post and upcoming events. Local Presidents that did speak on the floor, Auxiliary 
#1, #4 , #8, #9, #23, #26, #30, #32, #35, #44, #50, #60, #67, #78, #81, #292, #312, #422, 
#444, #447, #1992, #2000, #2006, #2415, and #7467. 

Unfinished Business: 

Christy Layton Aux. #44 move to Remove standing rule #7 immediately following the 
vote on the motion, seconded by  Marilyn Gage Aux #2000, Discussion, PNP/PDP 
Charlene Kee advised the Moton that was passed yesterday on the floor,  was adding 
the Standing Rule #7, Any member seeking to run for the position of President, 1st Vice, 
2nd Vice and 3rd Vice President must have previously been elected to and served a full 
term in anther elected position within the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Department of Fl. 
Does everyone understand the Rule #7 Motion that is what we voted on yesterday? 
Christy Layton Aux. #44 said In October SEC recommendations be read for this to be 
for the President and 1st Vice President and be added to our bylaws. PNP/PDP advised 
that any recommendation for our Bylaws committee must be written out and sent to 
our Bylaws committee. Tallys are 1st vice President Chrissy Albright and 
Parliamentarian PNP/PDP Charlene Kee and will be a secret Vote per Madam 
President. Majority Rules, MOTION CARRIED. 

Sgt -at-Arms by Claudia Thompson monies collected was $96.00 for candy fund, please 
remember to be nice to the pages. 

Madam President had  the following stand up, PNP/PDP Charlene Kee, PNP/PDP Evelyn 
McElvin, PDP Karen Power, PDP Donnajeanne Merritt, PDP Sherry Marecek and PDP Debbie 
Beck, yesterday was so busy the Sgt-at-Arms will bring you a token for each of  you as I 
appreciate your guidance, wisdom and knowledge and personally from myself Thank you. 

New Business: Purse Raffle raised over $400.00, thank you everyone who donated to her 
program, The winner is Tara Dean Aux. #26. 

Final Credentials Chair: April Higgins begins on page109-110. 

There was a total of 163 Votes with Majority Vote of 83 and 2/3 vote being 109. The 
Auxiliaries are as follows (votes) Auxiliary #1-6 votes, #2- 2 votes, #4-8 votes, #7-0 votes, 
#8-7 votes, #9-2 votes, #12-0 votes, #13-0 votes, #14-0 votes, #15-6 votes, #17-0 votes, 
#19-0 votes, #21-0 votes, #23-1 votes, #26-7 votes, #29-0 votes, #30-10 votes, #32-5 votes, 
#33-0 votes, #34-0 votes, #35-4 votes, #42-1 votes, #44-6 votes, #45-0 votes, #47-0 votes, 
#50-3 votes, #60-4 votes, #67-2 votes, #78-3 votes, #81-10 votes, #86-0 votes, #88-6 votes, 
#92-0 votes, #98-2 votes, #113-1 votes, #200-0 votes, #231-0 votes, #292-2 votes, #312-3 
votes, #422-8 votes, #444-14 votes, #447-1 votes, #550-2 votes, #777-3 votes,  
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#893-0 votes, #911-0 votes, #1208-0 votes, #1292-0 votes, #1939-0 votes, #1992-14 votes, 
#1999-0 votes, #2000-3 votes, #2001-0 votes, #2006-10 votes, #2298-0 votes, #2415-2 
votes, #7467-5 votes. 

The final round of nominations are now open. 

Elections: Election took place, and your newly Elected 2025-2026 Officers are: 

President-Chrissy Albright 

1st Vice President- Sharon Sheldon 

2nd Vice President -Wendy Luzadar 

3rd Vice President -Robin Trudeau 

Treasurer-PDP Sharon (Sherry) Marecek 

Chaplain-Dawn Stewart 

Sgt-at-Arms-Tajuana Gland-McKenzie 

Americanism Chairman-Kim Clarke 

Hospital Chairman -Jan Northcutt 

Scholarship Chairman-Leslie Long 

NEC Woman-PDP Debbie Beck-1st year of 2-year Term 

Alt NEC Woman-PDP Patty Piening-1st year of 2-year Term 

The installation of Officers took place immediately after the election. The installing Officer 
was PNP/PDP Charlene Kee. After the installation, the incoming Madam President asked 
that all newly elected officers please stay after the close of Convention. 

 

Benediction: by Chaplain Faye Caldwell 

Retirement of Colors: by Sgt-at-Arms Claudia Thompson 

Adjournment 
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Post Convention meeting, Madam President Chrissy Albright announced the Appointed 
Officers and asked approval from the Eboard, which was given as follows for 2025-2026. 

Appeals Board Chairman-PDP Marylou Maslo 

Awards Chaiman-PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin 

Convention Chairman-Nikki Anderson 

Credentials Chairman-April Higgins 

Executive Secretary-PDP Donnajeanne Merritt 

Grievance Chairman-PDP Sherry Marecek 

Junior AMVETS Coordinator-Sarah Baca 

P.R.O -Tara Dean 

Parliamentarian-PNP/PDP Charlene Kee 

Quartermaster-Toni Fox 

Recording Secretary-Diane Zahran 

Training Officer (2026-2027 year) PNP/PDP Charlene Kee 

Bushnell Cemetery Rep-Claudia Thompson 

Fisher House Rep-Towanda Peoples 

Webmaster- Kristen Mandell 

Ways & Means for National Convention Year 2026 Only-Anna Elkins 

S.E.C Council Chairman-Leslie Long 

President Council Chairman- Kathleen Larson 

PNP/PDP Charlene Kee passed out information for Department Officers mandatory Training 
in Orlando, Florida July 11-13, 2025.  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Robin Trudeau 

Recording Secretary 

July 2025 


