
 

DECEMBER 2025 HOTLINE 

 

Christina “Chrissy” Albright 

Department President 

10118 Gerhard Lane, Lithia, FL 33547 

813-465-2992 

Calbright26fan@aol.com 

 

Hello Ladies! The Holidays and end of the calendar year are upon us. May you find joy in those 

that mean the most to you, and may your hearts be full to continue to do our good work on 

behalf of the Auxiliary.  Remember, the Department officers and I are here to assist you, so 

don’t hesitate to reach out to us as needed. 

As previously stated, my project this year will both support homeless female veterans and their 

children and provide counseling services for them as well. Please see my article on the 

homepage of the website www.amvetsflaux.org  for more information. I do want to notify 

everyone that my project for Northeast Florida Women’s Veterans has just finished going 

through a rebranding and their new name is “Women Veterans Ignited”. Their website remains 

https://forwomenvets.org/.  I am supporting two of their programs, HerSPACE and Operation 

HandUP. 

Please continue to report and plan ahead to submit for awards. 

See everyone in February! 

****************************************************************************** 

 

mailto:Calbright26fan@aol.com
http://www.amvetsflaux.org/
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Sharon Sheldon 
First Vice President/Membership Officer  

                                                                          4440 NE 127th Ct  
                                                                          Williston, Fl 32696    
                                                                          352-278-6166 
                                                                ssheldon230@gmail.com         
 
 
Greetings Ladies, 
        I want to thank all the Auxiliaries who continue to grow their membership. 
 I know this is a very busy time of the year please do not forget about your renewals. As the 
saying goes, renewals are the life blood of your auxiliary. All renewal needs to be paid by 
December 31, 2025. All renewals must be to the Executive Secretary by January 7, 2026. Any 
renewals coming in after December 31,2025 needs to come in as a rejoin and be requalified 
with documentation and voted on. Should you have any questions please give me a call I am 
always ready to help. 
       Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Years. Hope to see you all at SEC in 
February 20-22, 2026. 
        Thank you and let’s make this an awesome year for new members and renewals because  
renewals are the backbone of our auxiliaries.  
 
 

 
Robin Trudeau 

3rd Vice President/Community Service Officer 
551 Plaza Del Sol, North Fort Myers, FL 33917 

401-359-9122 
Robin.trudeau4@gmail.com 

 
 
Greeting Ladies, such a great time of the year to be reporting for Community Service, helping 
others with shopping, cooking, and bringing meals to others in need and etc., remember you 
CANNOT report for your own, unless you are doing an “Auxiliary” Event/fundraiser that will go 
to a specific place. These are all reportable, be proud and report. Please do not forget to refer to 
the new website Amvetsflaux.org which has the new Service Report form that is fillable, also 
there is informative information that could be helpful to you with reporting. March is Paws with 
a Cause month, start planning your fundraising now for a worthy cause.  All Community Service 
Reports must be in my hands by January 10th, 2026, in order to be recognized in the February 
2026 SEC book. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call, text or 
email me. 
 

 

mailto:Robin.trudeau4@gmail.com


PDP Sherry Marecek, Treasurer 
102 Diogenes Street 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

(727) 687-5523 xette1@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 A reminder to everyone -- if a local Auxiliary writes a check to the Auxiliary 
Quartermaster, raffles, or any place else within the Ladies Auxiliary, remember that two (2) 
authorized signatures are required. 

 We accept cash or checks only!  If your personal or Auxiliary check is returned, please 
remember you will have to reimburse the Department via money order or cashier’s check for 
the total of the original check plus the bank fee we are charged plus $30.00 for the check 
being returned.  So my advice is, “Before you write the check – check.” 

 One last thing, if your Auxiliary is writing donation checks for Department or National 
projects – make sure you complete the “Designation of Donation” form, write one check made 
out to AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary – Department of Florida, and mail to Executive Secretary, 
PDP Donnajeanne Merritt. 

 See everyone in February! 

 

 
Kimberly Clarke – Americanism Chairperson 

3160 W Green Drive 
North Fort Myers, FL 33917 

(315) 552-8594 
Kimbruce08@gmail.com 

 

Greetings Ladies – 

Hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving and look forward to joyful Holiday Season!  Reports 
are coming in steadily.  Please know if you have a question please call, email or text and I’ll 
get back to you to help resolve the matter.  Remember you need at least 1 Service Report 
into any one of our Service Officers by May 2026 reporting deadline. 

I look forward to seeing you at February SEC! 

 

*********************************************************************************** 
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Dawn Stewart 
Chaplain 

820 Walker Drive 
Tampa, Florida 33613 

813-378-9464 
dawnstewart0629@gmail.com 

 

Happy Holidays Ladies,  

I hope everyone has a wonderful rest of the 2025 year.  It has been a very busy and 
successful year.  

As a reminder, please  continue to send me your Deceased Member forms as quickly as 
possible, so they can be processed and forwarded to National Headquarters. You can find 
the forms at www.amvetsflaux.org.  

If you have any prayer requests, please feel free to contact me. 

I look forward to seeing you at SEC, February 19-22, 2026. 

 

 

Tajuana Gland-Mckenzie 
5110 Overton Dr 

New Port Richey FL, 34652 
tajuana_gland@yahoo.com 

7275647523 
 

Hello, my name is Tajuana Gland-Mckenzie, I am your Sergeant at Arms. Thank you for 
voting me into this position,I am here to fulfill and perform all my duties to the best of my 
ability. I am looking for pagers, if you would like to be a pager contact me at 7275647523. I 
would love to see all ladies at the convention in proper uniform attire, and I hope everyone 
has a great SSC. 
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Charlene D. Kee, Parliamentarian 
206 Dogwood Drive 
Sanford, FL  32771 

407.716.4244 
CHRLNKEE@AOL.COM 

 
As we get ready for the holidays, it’s a good time to double-check a few important end-of-
year and new-year tasks: 
 
• Annual membership dues are required by December 31st (per our National Constitution). 
• Each Auxiliary must submit at least one (1) service report to the Department (per our 
bylaws) 
• To avoid confusion or errors, always start by reviewing the Department of Florida website 
at    
    amvetsflaux.org.  You’ll find everything you need there, including Parliamentarian duties, 
the 
    Bylaws Cover Sheet, and the Department Bylaws. 
• The bylaws for the Auxiliaries listed below are due by May 15, 2026.  Please don’t wait 
until  
    the last minute.  Start now by reviewing and submitting your bylaws to me.  
 

SEC Council President Council #2 #9 #13 
#78 #81 #92 #200 #231 

#893 #1292 #1939 #2001 #7467 
 
If you have any parliamentary questions, please reach out by email or phone.   I’m always 
here to help! 
************************************************************************************* 

Dianne Zahran 
Recording Secretary 

4301 Cross Ridge Court, Valrico, FL  33594 
727-304-5615 

Amvetsfl.recsec@gmail.com 
Greetings Ladies, 

When doing Roll Call please speak loud and clear so I can accurately record your 
presence. 
Raise your hand and approach the microphone when you wish to speak, so that everyone 
can hear you. 
And remember, all Motions must be written out, to include the motion, who seconded it, 
and that it must be turned over to the President/Parliamentarian.  
Lastly, please try not to stand in front of “podium” while recording. 
Wishing all a great SEC. 
See everyone in February. 
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PDP Donnajeanne Merritt, Executive Secretary 
7520 NE 105th Avenue 

Bronson, FL 32621 
352-306-0030 (Headquarters) 727-463-1752 (Cell) 

execsecyfl@gmail.com (email) amvetsflaux.org (website)  
 
Ladies: 
 
The Holidays are upon us, and I know we are all busy.  I want to thank all the membership 
chairs for their hard work regarding membership. 
 
We are well into renewal time for membership.  Please remember the cut-off date for 
renewals is December 31, 2025, and are to be in my hands by January 7, 2026.  If you have 
a member that fails to renew by December 31, 2025, they must “rejoin” and must provide 
proof of their eligibility to be a member of the Ladies Auxiliary.   
 
Ladies, please fill out the Dues Remittance forms completely.  I cannot enter your 
members into the database without an address.  They need to be legible.  I would 
encourage all of you to use our website and look over all of the forms.  They are fillable and 
can be downloaded and filled in.   
 
We are continuously updating our website so please put it to use.  The website address is 
amvetsflaux.org.  Please use it as it is there for you. 
 
Ladies, please remember that the VAVS, District and Local Presidents reports for the 
February 2026 SEC are due to me no later than January 17, 2026.  They need to be sent to 
me and be in word format.  Please send then to me in an email as an attachment. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone in February 2026 in Orlando. 
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PDP/NEC Debbie Beck 

404 Port Royal Ct. 
N. Ft. Myers, Fl. 33917 

239-826-4741 
dbeck2355@aol.com 

 
 

Greetings to my Auxiliary Sisters,  
 
First, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy holiday season. 
 
Reporting has  been off to a great start this year. Please keep up the good work!  Service 
reports are due to the Department Service Officers in their hands by January 10th. Please be 
sure to get them in on time so your hard work can be reported in the February SEC book.  
 
We as officers are here to help in any way you need! Please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
 
If anyone is interested in being on a committee for our National Convention, I will have the 
request form for you to fill out in February. Our National Convention will be here at the Rosen 
Center next August. 
 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in February! 
 
******************************************************************************************* 

 
 

PNP/PDP Patty A. Piening, Alt. NEC 
6075 Shore Blvd. S. #211 
Gulfport, Florida 33707 

(513) 218-3234 
papiening@tampabay.rr.com 

 
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 

 
Reminder, your reports are due in the hands of the Service Officers on or before 

January 10th, 2026 in order for them to be included in the February SEC book. Be proud 

of the accomplishments your auxiliary is doing and report them.   
 
************************************************************************************************** 
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April Higgins, Credentials Chairman 
P.O. Box 2920 

Arcadia, FL 34265 
e-mail: arhiggins1978@gmail.com 

Phone: 863-444-3899 
 

Hello ladies,  

February S.E.C. is approaching fast. Time to check with your members to find out who plan 
to attend. Please remember the Guidelines for Credentials have not changed: 
 
 Pre-registration MUST be received no later than Sunday January 25,2026. Please mail to 
the name         and address listed above. Please Pre-register as the on-site are now $25.00. 
The updated pre-registration form can be located in the back of this Hotline. 
 
Please review the pre-registration page carefully when listing those who are attending and 
remember when you are filling out the pre-registration form to list the individual only once 
at the highest position she holds-not all the positions she may hold. If you are writing, 
please use pens and print clearly so I can read it. 
 
If there are any members who are attending for the first time, please check the X in the box 
next to their name, so that they may be recognized as “FIRST TIMERS” during the meeting. 
 
You will need your membership card when registering at the Credentials desk- so please 
put it in your purse before leaving home. 
 
Here are the times for registration Friday 12-4pm and Saturday 7-8 am and 9:30-11:30 
am. We will not be open on Sunday. These are the only times you can register. Please 
share this with your auxiliary. 
 
  Looking forward to seeing many of you in February. Wishing all a great S.E.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
PDP Sherry Marecek, Grievance Chair 

102 Diogenes Street 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

(727) 687-5523 xette1@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 I would like to start by reminding everyone – Filing a grievance is a very serious matter.  
Personality conflicts are not a reason to file a grievance on anyone. 
 
 Before you even start the process, be sure to read the National Constitution, Article XII in its 
entirety and fully understand it.  Also keep your Code of Ethics and Aims & Purposes close at hand. 
 
 Please remember, I am here to answer any questions you may have and if don’t know the 
answer, I will find out for you. 
 

 
 

 
P.D.P Mary Lou Maslo 

Appeals Chairman 
750 42nd Street N. 

St. Peterburg, Fl 33713 
727-638-0264 

maryloumaslo@gmail.com 
 
 
Greetings Ladies, 
 
Time to remind everyone to check your deadlines and make sure to stick to them.  
 
Another reminder, please occasionally read the Discipline Section Article XII in your 
Constitution.  
 
Make sure you come to the school of instruction and please always encourage others to 
do the same, would love to see all of you. 
 

 
 .  
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Theresa (Nikki) Anderson, Convention Chair 
7312 Bumelia Dr. 
Cocoa, FL 32927 
(850)572-2893 

Seannik95@ymail.com 
 

Hello ladies, our 2026 80th Banquet theme is the 1940’s. We will have a contest for the best 
male, female and couple costumes. Our entrée choices will be Chicken Alfredo, Oven Roasted 
Pork Tenderloin, or Chef’s choice Vegetarian linguine. Banquet forms are on the AMVETS Dept 
of FL website along with a QR code to order your tickets and will be in our forecast. 

To help offset our banquet for all entities we are raffling off a WWII 1944 Springfield M1 Garand 
with 2 boxes of ammo. Tickets are $10 each. Please see your Convention Chairs for tickets.  

Please support our fundraising by purchasing 50/50 tickets (Gold, Green and White ticket packs) 
or donating items for raffles (baskets, liquor bottles, quilts, etc.). Winners will be called if not 
present and anyone can purchase tickets to support. Thank you to everyone who donated items 
and volunteered in Oct. I would like to personally thank Annette Norris, Deb Corbo, JoAnne 
Kelderman, Tina Bond, and Evelyn McElvin for all your help! 

Ticket packs are available to sign out and sell throughout the year. Please let me know if you 
would like to take some home to sell. I have a sign out sheet. 

Thank you in advance for all you do! 

 

 
PNP Evelyn McElvin Awards Chairman 

4332 Princehall Blvd 
Orlando, Florida 32811  

bleve123@aol.com 407-758-3392  

“HerSpace” 
SHE (Salute Heroines Everyday) 

Hello Sisters: 

 Convention is right around the corner.  Please complete all your paper work and forms 

that are needed for convention. Look for our 2026 Department Forecast at our February Mid-

Year SEC meeting. This package will contain all the important information you will need and 

want for convention. Remember SEC women you must sign for this package to take home and 

share with your local auxiliary. 
 

We still need to put on our thinking caps and try hard to come up with new and different ways 

mailto:Seannik95@ymail.com


of volunteering, serving our Veterans and our communities. Remember to apply for all the 

awards to be received at convention.  
 
Just a reminder, be sure to follow the criteria for the awards. We made a lot of changes this year. 

If you have any concerns or questions, please give me a call.    
 
 Looking forward to seeing everyone at Convention in June.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Sarah Baca 
Auxiliary Junior AMVETS Coordinator 

1628 Shady Leaf Drive 
Valrico, FL 33596 

(813) 220-6245 
juniordeptofflorida@gmail.com 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! For our Posts with Junior AMVETS here are some 
important deadlines:  

Junior AMVETS Membership Forms should be submitted by mail or email by December 
31st. Fees are covered by Department 

Mid-Year Reports (June 1-December 31) must be postmarked or emailed to me no later 
than January 15th.  If there is nothing to report, please submit a report saying such.  

I will need a head count for Juniors attending our February SEC. Please encourage your 
Juniors to attend! Agenda will be sent out in January. If you have Juniors planning to attend, 
please email the Department Juniors email above and we will send you the parent consent 
form directly.   

Please reach out if you have any questions regarding our Junior AMVETS.  
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Tara Dean, PRO-Historian  

230 Old Mulrennan Rd 
Valrico, FL 33594 

Email: taramdean@aol.com 

Greetings Ladies, 

Please be reminded if you have any pictures of Madam President visiting your Auxiliary or 
attending an event, please email them to me with the date, event name, and the names of 
people in the photo to be used in her scrapbook. 

Don’t forget to check the new criteria for your local scrapbooks. Feel free to reach out if 
you have any questions. 

I greatly appreciate any and all input, thanks in advance! 

I can’t wait to see everyone in February. 

Yours in Service 
Tara Dean 
************************************************************************************* 

 Antionette (Toni) Fox 
368 Pirates Rest Rd 

N Fort Myers, FL    
33917 

860-460-0894 
Tonifox1957@gmail.com 

Hello Ladies, 
       The last few months have flown by and I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
with family & friends. Now coming up to Christmas and I have been busy searching for new 
items and placing orders for the February SEC. Sorry to say but the prices are continuing to 
increase on some items and I am finally getting a few things from AMVETS National, thanks 
to Madame President.  
    If you like to volunteer, I am always looking for volunteers to assist me and my hours are: 
Friday from 12-4, I am usually there by 10 am or so to set up. On Saturday I am open from 
7:30 until our meeting starts at 8:30 and then closed until 12 noon. I reopen again until our 
session starts again at approximately 1 pm. Once our session starts, I am closed until our 
next Convention in June 2026. 
   If you interested, please call me at 860-460-0894, text me or email me at 
tonifox1957@gmail.com. My thanks to everyone for supporting the Ladies Auxiliary by 
stopping by and making a purchase. Looking forward to seeing everyone again at our next 
Convention in June. 
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Tawanda Peoples 

      Local Fisher House Representative  
          in Tampa, Florida  
       5004 Knollwood Place 
       Tampa, Florida 33617 

               tlr1970@hotmail.com 

Season Greetings Ladies,  

Our local James A. Haley Fisher House is still in need of non-perishable items, 
especially during this holiday season. Volunteers and individual wrapped 
items are much appreciated. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me. 

Looking forward to seeing you at February SEC. 

************************************************************************************ 

 
 
 

 
 
 



AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary, Department of Florida 
February SEC Meeting 

ROSEN CENTER HOTEL-ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
February 19 – 22, 2026 

(Note: AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE PRESIDENT’S DISCRETION) 
 

Thursday, February 19, 2026  

     
 4:00 PM  Pre-Con Meeting (Designated Officers only:     

AMVETS Commander, Auxiliary President, AMVETS Executive 
Director, AMVETS Finance Officer, Auxiliary Treasurer, AMVETS 
Provost Marshall, Auxiliary 1st VP, Auxiliary Sgt.-at-Arms,  
and Sons of AMVETS Commander)  

4:30 Finance Committee Meeting (Treasurer and Appointed Members)  
Audit Committee Meeting Immediately Following 
(Appointed Members) 

5:30 pm Calendar for Following Year      
  (President, 1st Vice, Parliamentarian, Executive Secretary, 
  NEC, Alt. NEC, Recording Secretary, Credentials Chair) 
                                    
5:00 pm -12:00 a.m.   Hospitality Suite (SOA)      

  
Friday, February 20, 2026  

 9:00 am  By-Laws Committee Meeting       
(Parliamentarian and Appointed Members)     

11:00 am  AMVETS/Auxiliary/Sons Joint Elected Officers Meeting                   

12:00 Noon - 4:00 pm   Quartermaster Hours                                                                   

12:00 Noon - 4:00 pm   Registration Hours                                                                 

1:00 pm  Convention Advisory Committee Meeting 
Honors and Awards Committee Meeting (Immediately Following) 

                                
2:00 pm  Joint Convention Chairs Meeting      

(AMVETS/Auxiliary/Sons)                               
3:00 pm     Elected Officers Board Meeting w/Appointed Officers   

(PDP’s welcome)      
Service Officers/Alt. NEC Meeting with NEC/PDP Beck 
(Immediately following) 
 
 
  



 6:30 pm  Joint Opening Session                                                                             
AUXILIARY Preliminary Business Meeting Opening Session 

 

Preliminary Business Meeting   (Immediately following Joint Opening Meeting) 
                            

Hospitality Room (SOA)    12 Noon – 6:00 pm            
       8:30 pm – 12 midnight               

 Saturday, February 21, 2026 

7:00 A.M.- 8:00 A.M.   Registration Hours              

9:30 A.M.- 11:30 A.M. Registration Hours              

7:30 A.M.    Quartermaster Open (Closed during business sessions)    
(reopen until thirty (30) minutes after morning recess and one (1) hour after noon recess) 

                       

8:30 A.M.   Official Business Session                                                     
    
1:00 pm  Americanism Officer (joint with AMVETS)        

1:00 pm  AMVETS AADAA Joint meeting     
(AMVETS Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse)     

1:00 pm  School of Instruction led by PDP Mary Lou Maslo          
                         (Please bring your Department By-Laws & Manual)  
2:00 pm VAVS (Joint with AMVETS)      

3:00 pm SEC Council Meeting       
  (immediately following school of instruction) 
3:00 pm President’s Council Meeting      
  (immediately following school of instruction) 
4:00 pm Honors and Awards Judging Committee Meeting    
  (1st Vice, All Service Officers, Current and Past Awards 

Chairs REQUIRED to attend)  
 
4:00 pm – 12 midnight    Hospitality Room (SOA)      

  

Sunday, February 22, 2026  

8:15 A.M.  All Raffle Drawings                                                                          

8:30 A.M.   General Business Session                                                                

           
 



AMVETS LADIES’ AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA 
February 2026 PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Pre-Registration Fee:  $15.00___ On-site Fee:  $25.00__          Deadline: January 25,2026 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: AMVETS LADIES AUX., DEPT. OF FLORIDA Mail to:    April Higgins 
Tel. No.  863.444.3899          P. O. Box 2920  
e-mail:  arhiggins1978@gmail.com        Arcadia, FL  34266 
           
 PLEASE PRINT TWO SIGNATURES REQUIRED ON ALL AUXILIARY CHECKS  
 
Auxiliary #:  __________     Location of Post:  _______________    Total Registering:  __________ 

 
Name of Person Submitting:  ________________________   Telephone #:  ___________________ 
 
E-mail Address:  __________________________________ Amount Enclosed:  ______________ 
 

 
Please print and list ONLY Dept. Officers, PDP’s, Bushnell Cemetery and VAVS 

Representatives  
who are attending the meeting (Registration fee waived) 

 
___________________________      ___________________________    __________________________ 
 
___________________________     ___________________________   ___________________________ 
 
 

□_________________     □_______________     □_______________  □ _____________________ 
      Local President         SEC      Alt. SEC                         District President 

 
(Members/Delegates) 

□_________________________      □_________________________  _________________________ 

□_________________________      □_________________________  _________________________ 

□_________________________      □_________________________  _________________________ 
    

Honorary Member/Guest (NO VOTE): 

□_________________________      □_________________________  _________________________ 
Check the box if the member is a first timer to the Department Meeting                     
                       6/2024 
 



Rosen Centre 
9840 International Drive 

Orlando, FL 32819 
Phone: 407-996-9840 or 1-800-800-9840 

 
CUT-OFF DATE FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS FOR FEBRUARY SEC: 1/17/2026 

 

DEADLINES FOR FEBRUARY SEC BOOK 
HOTLINEAND PRE-REGISTRATION 

 Hot Line Due Pre-registration  Service Report 

 12/6/2025 1/25/2026 1/10/2026 1/17/2026 

** Report status guaranteed to appear in Service Officers reports for book** 

 

Articles for the Hot Line are sent to Dept. President (Dept. Officers only) and copies to the 
Parliamentarian and First Vice President. 

Please note that the October SEC Book contains Dept. Officers Reports Only, sent to 
Dept. President and copies to the Parliamentarian and First Vice President. 

February SEC and June Convention Books also contain the VAVS Representatives, Local 
and District Presidents reports. Those reports are sent directly to the Executive Secretary 
and sent by email as an attachment (Note the reports are to be in "word" format). 
Reports for June Book are due by May 13, ,2026. 
 
 Meetings  Dates of meetings   Where   Rate 

 

February 2026 SEC February 20 - 22, 2026 Rosen Centre $145.00 
June 2026 Convention June 19-21, 2026 Rosen Centre $145.00 
October 2026 SEC October 30 - 31 , 2026 Rosen Centre $145.00 
February 2027, SEC February 26-28, 2027 Rosen Centre $149.00 

 
 REVALIDATIONS TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY SHALL BE DUE MAY 31,2026 
DONATIONS DUE TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY SHALL BE RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE MAY 
13, 2026, PATRONS PAGE DUE TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ON OR BEFORE MAY 15, 2026 
 

MARK THESE DEADLINES ON YOUR  


