AMVETS LADIES’ AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

MINUTES-OCTOBER SEC 2025

Friday October 31, First Business Session

Call to Order by Madam President Christina Albright at 6:30p.m.
Invocation by Chaplin Dawn Stewart

Presentation of Colors by Sgt. At Arms Tajuana McKenzie
Pledge of Allegiance by Sgt. At Arms Tajuana McKenzie
Preamble by 1*Vice President Sharon Sheldon

Aims & Purposes by 2™Vice President Wendy Luzader

Code of Ethics by 3Vice President Robin Trudeau

Definition of Americanism by Americanism Officer Kim Clarke

Madam President, Christina Albright welcomed all to October SEC 2025, and nice to see everyone
here. Her program this year will be for the Northeast Florida Women Veterans, an organization whose
mission is to assist female veterans in transitioning back to civilian life.

Roll Call of Officers by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran

Patti Razor moved to approve the agenda as presented. Second by 1+Vice President, Sharon Sheldon.
Madam President announced MOTION APPROVED, MOTION CARRIED.

Innovation by Dawn Stewart
Respect the Colors by Sgt at Arms Tajuana McKenzie

Madam President adjourned the initial business session at 8:11p.m. The Business Session will open at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 1%, 2025.

Saturday November 1+, 2025, Joint Opening Session



President Chrissy Albright called the Second Business Sesson for the 2025 Fall SEC to Order at 8:32 a.m.
and welcomed everyone.

Invocation by Chaplin Dawn Stewart
Pledge of Allegiance by Sgt. at Arms Tajuana McKenzie
Roll Call of Officers by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran

Minutes of the June 2025 Convention read by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran. Crysti Garmany (Aux.
33) moved for the approval of the June minutes as published and read. Second by Anna Elkins. No
discussion. MOTION CARRIED.

Eboard Recommendations - Officers Training in July 2025 read by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran.

PDP Sherry Marecek moved to have the NEC and Alternate NEC attend Honors and Awards at the June
Convention for verification purposes only. Second by Dawn Stewart. Discussion held. Motion carried.

PNP/PDP Patty Piening moved to have Ways and Means Chairman sell Tee Shirts at $25.00 each. The
shirt will say Still Serving Still Strong. Welcome to Florida. 80 Years Long. AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary.
Second by Sharon Sheldon. Discussion held. Motion carried.

PNP/PDP Patty Piening moved to align the Department of Florida PNP Anne E. Hall Memorial
Scrapbook Award judging criteria to match the National Scrapbook criteria. Second by Sharon Sheldon.
Discussion held. Motion Carried.

PNP/PDP Patty Piening moved that we table the conversation regarding creating a Facebook page for
the Department of Florida AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. Second by Sharon Sheldon. Discussion held. The
Motion was carried.

Eboard Recommendations

PDP Sherry Marecek moved to approve agenda as read and published from the June
Convention. Second by PDP Donnajeanne Merritt.

PDP Sherry Marecek moved for the purchase of a new printer for Executive Secretary. Cost, not to
exceed $600.00. Second by Leslie Long, no discussion. MOTION CARRIED.

PDP Sherry Marecek moved that in the event the National Convention Ways & Means
Chairman’s Fundraising goal of $10,000 is not met by June 30, 2026, the Ladies Auxiliary
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Department of Florida will cover the remaining balance to ensure that our financial



responsibilities for the National Convention are fully met. Second by Wendy Luzader no
discussion. MOTION CARRIED.

Anna Elkins moved to amend the hotel banquet donation contract with AMVETS Dept. of Florida,
AMVETS Dept. of Ladies Auxiliary and Sons Dept. of Florida with amendments made to add that
AMVETS provide a copy of the estimate in February on hotel letterhead and the final invoice in June
on hotel letterhead. Second by Karen Schooley, no discussion. MOTION CARRIED.

PDP Sherry Marecek moved to accept the MOA presented by AMVETS Department of Florida for the
donation for the banquet with amendments, Second by Donnajeanne Merritt, no discussion. MOTION
CARRIED.

PDP Patty Piening moved to sign the MOA from AMVETS for our portion of the Banquet donation for
$2,500.00 with two (2) items: 1). Need to receive written estimate of Banquet at February 2026 SEC and
final invoice when paid. (2). Annual renewal will be reviewed and signed each year. Second by Sharon
Sheldon.

PDP Donnajeanne Merritt moved that the NEC and Alternate NEC be added to the Honor & Awards
judging committee for verification only. To be Standing Rule, with no vote. Second by Tajuana
McKenzie, no discussion. MOTION CARRIED.

Convention Contract between AMVETS Department of Florida, AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary, and AMVETS
Department of Florida Sons read by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran.

Communications: Madam President advised that there were no communications received.

Finance Report: PDP Sherry Marecek. My report is on pages 25 to 31. There is an insert with more
up-to-date information. The report in the book is the 2024—2025-year end totals and the insert is there
because the book had to be printed before we finished the first quarter. Also, we've had a few checks
returned for insufficient funds, so just a reminder, if the check is returned, you'll need to cover the
original amount, the bank's fee, and a $30 auxiliary fee by cashier's check or money order. As a result,
anyone with unpaid fees is not in good standing. A big thank you to the Finance Committee for doing an
awesome job. She introduced the finance committee.

Draping of The Charter for PDP Lucille Henson by Madam President Christina Albright and Chaplain
Dawn Stewart.
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Cavilers: PDP Sherry Marecek had all first timers stand and introduce themselves.



Department Delegate Report: PDP Patty Piening’s report is on page 57-63. She handed out
certificates for the post and juniors.

Scrapbook - Tara Dean put our scrapbook together. Florida won the scrapbook cover of the year. The
scrapbook will be placed in the back of the room for others to see. National Officers — Congratulations
PNP/PDP Charlen Kee Convention Chair, PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin Honors & Awards Chair, PNP/PDP
Patty Piening Finance Committee 2-year term, and PDP Sherry Marecek Hospital Chair.

Alt NEC: PDP Patty Piening welcomed all to our Fall SEC and grateful for your support in electing her your
Alternate NEC woman. She is eager to collaborate with all the service officers this year. If you have any
reporting issues or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact NEC PDP Debbie

Beck or her. As Department officers we are here to support and assist you. The deadline for your

service report to be in the hands of the Service Officer is November 5, 2025. She encourages all to

attend the Gaviliers School of Instruction as an opportunity to grow and update your existing

knowledge. Wishes Madan President a constructive meeting.

50/50 Drawing: Madam President announced Friday’s winner, Ginger Downs /Auxiliary 23 for $125.
Saturday Drawing: Jane Wilkerson / Auxiliary 4 for $125.

Madam President departed the dais and floor.

1*Vice President Sharon Sheldon advised Madam President’s departure to AMVETS floor.

1+ Vice President Report: Sharon Sheldon’s report is on page 12-19. She thanked everyone for electing
her as your 1 Vice President and thanked all the auxiliaries that have sent their 990’s. A letter from
National Vice President Laura Bugja and a step-by-step User Guide on how to file your auxiliary 990 in
your SEC packet. | would like to suggest and would greatly appreciate

when sending in your 990 please add your auxiliary number on it, or outside of the envelope. Also, a
reminder that it is the auxiliary’s responsibility to send me a copy by mail. Should you have any
guestions, | am always available to help you. Madam President, wish you a successful SEC.

2"Vice President Report: Wendy Luzader’s report is on page 19-21. Please read it. She greeted all and to
see your SEC envelope for inserts from herself and the National 2nd Vice for AADA information and the
month of John Tracey ‘s Center.
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Reporting — Duplicate copies of your reports are not needed. Sign your reports. Number your reports

consecutively and include your number of projects. Make sure you volunteer. Please make sure you have
completed at least one service report that has requirements. Current totals are much higher than what is



shown in your staff report in your book.

3"Vice President: Robin Trudeau’s report is on pages 22-24. She thanked all auxiliaries for reporting
Community Service and doing a great job. You will find information in your packets from National 3™
Vice Donna Tolland on reporting.

Blood drive - $100.00 per pint, NO HOURS, NO MILES.
Pill Bottles — Every 25 bottles are equivalent to (1) hour. $60.00 value. Go Greens

— Recycled items that go to the curb, NO HOURS, NO MILES.

PAWS MONTH — The month of March. Please consider planning activities and donating to this
worthwhile cause.

The next reporting is due no later than November 5%,
Madam President returned to the floor and the dais.
Madam President introduced GUESTS

Homeless Veteran’s task force chair Pat Tully. Good morning, everyone. We are the only homeless
veterans task force for the AMVETS organization. Thank you very much for all support. We are meeting
today from 1:00p.m. - 2:00p.m. Our committee is open to every entity, every event. We encourage it. We
are going to announce this afternoon the drive we are doing from now until February. We are going back
to socks, T-shirts and underwear. Brand new socks, T-shirts and underwear. Please stick to the items that
we request, we appreciate it. We are up to the 18th veteran that we have helped to get off the streets and
we are self-sustaining. The more money that you donate helps us reach our goals and support our
veterans and our homeless community.

AMET Steve Cantelli/ Co-Chair - We're not going to give you the details. We have 39,190 almost
veterans, men and women in the state of Florida. There are 131,000 homeless veterans in the United
States at any given day. Our next mission is not just homeless veterans. If you have somebody in your
post, somebody in your in your area that you'll hear them that's a veteran and you think they're almost
homeless, which means they could be living in #18 that we have right now and barely surviving. Those
are the ones we want to hear about next that will help us keep those members from 39000 down.

Madam President have motion on floor for sighing memorandum of agreement regarding the banquet.
MOTION PASSED.
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PDP Mary Lou Maslo motion to pass hat for Commander’s project. Second by Jan Northcut. MOTION

CARRIED.

Madam President introduced Guest Speaker - AMVETS Department of Florida Commander Dean



Richards. He stated that he had received the hand-delivered documents that morning and noted, jokingly,
that “we don’t mess around here—we keep everybody straight.” He continued by saying he would validate
the case and ensure the business was handled correctly, emphasizing that everyone would have the right
information and he would execute accordingly. He commented that this is how things get done, through
partnerships and coordination.

Commander Richards mentioned that someone had “granted him the phone,” adding humorously that it
was all right and that they would never make that mistake again. He then addressed the ladies,
referencing the motion on the floor regarding signing the Memorandum of Agreement for the banquet.
He explained that he signed the document on behalf of the organization and clarified that it would be
typed and placed in the appropriate format so it could be followed properly. He informed everyone that
there had been a significant amount of back-and-forth negotiation— “a lot of horse trading” —in the
process. He thanked the Madam President for her hard work, and the Madam President thanked the
Commander in return.

The Sergeant-at-Arms escorted guest from the floor.
Department Officers Report

President: Christina Albright report is on page 9, please read it. Her theme is “Sacrifice Honored, Security
Ensured: Our Sisters’ Keeper” and that theme is supported by the motto “SHE (Salute Heroines
Everyday)”. Her project for this year is to support Northeast Florida Women Veterans, an organization in
Jacksonville. Their mission is to assist female veterans in transitioning back to civilian life, and that they
have all the resources necessary to be self sufficient. They have six programs, and any money raised on
behalf of her project will be divided equally between two specific programs: HerSpace and operation
HandUP. HerSpace provides emergency housing for up to 6 women veterans and their children and
Operation HandUP provides physical goods and financial assistance. They also provide comprehensive
case management which includes mental health counseling and dedicated licensed counselors on staff.
She encourages you to read about them on their website https://forwomenvets.org/ . Madam President

asked to please remember that the Department Officers are here as support, a reference team when you
have questions or need clarification on your projects.

Also, the Tee-shirts for the Tee-shirt Day at the National Convention in August 2026 in Orlando will be the
80™"anniversary shirts that are available from the Ways & Means Chair Anna Elkins.

Madam President spoke on the floor with great heartfelt words of encouragement and family. She wants
all to know that the Department is committed to serving local auxiliaries to make us
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successful. We are auxiliary sisters and should act as our sister’s keeper. Lifting each other up not
breaking each other down. We are a team and when we work as a team we grow stronger. The better
each Local does the better the Department does. You may reach out to her at any time. Don’t be scared



to ask questions and you should never vote on a motion if you don’t understand what you’re voting on.
The purpose of voting on the floor is so you can ask questions, same if you have questions of the officers
so that the body can make decisions for the betterment of the organization. This is why we have a
business session. There are report cards in your SEC book to see the performance of the Department
officers. Deadlines are important to all of us. We wear white hats to be easily located if you need us and
have to care more about the logo on our hat, not the name we have embroidered on it. Please use the
resourceful websites that are available to you. The AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary website:
www.amvetsaux.org and the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Department of Florida website:

www.amvetsflaux.org. She wishes everyone an educational and fun SEC and a successful year.

Madam President recognize and congratulate PDP treasurer Sherry Marecek, elected as the National
Hospital Officer at the annual Convention in Greensboro, NC in August. She would also like to recognize
PNP/PDP Charlene Kee, appointed as the National Convention Chair and PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin,
appointed as the National Honors & Awards Chair.

Chaplain: Dawn Stewart report | on page 47. She greeted everyone and thanked local auxiliary Chaplains
for sending her their deceased member forms in a timely manner. She reminds all to fill out forms
completely with next of kin. A name and address if possible. Please make 2 copies, one (1) for your
records and one (1) for her. She will send copies to National and a card to next of kin if known. If you
have a prayer request, please feel free to contact her. She prays everyone has a great SEC.

Sergeant-at-Arms brought in Guest.
Madam President introduced PDC Al John.

PDC AJ John — Good morning, ladies. It's a pleasure. I'm here to get a report. Post 30 is back because of
your support and | appreciate it. We're here. We're going to continue. We are holding our own. On the
13" of December, we're having a grand re-opening, and everyone is invited. We're making it a bigger
event for everyone. We’re waiting on updates.

Sergeant-at-Arms escorted PDC AJ John from the floor.

Americanism Officer: Kim Clarke, Good morning, ladies. My report is on pages 32 to 34. Please read it at
your leisure and share the information packet with your auxiliaries. There's also a forwarding packet from
the National Americanism Officer, Faye Richardson-Green. Remember to submit your reports by
November 5th. Also please attend today's school of instruction at 1:00 for a session on reporting Madam
President, | hope you have a SEC.

7
Hospital: Jan Northcutt’s report is on page 35-36, please read it at your leisure. Greeted and thanked

everyone for all the emails and cards in her time of need. Volunteers are needed everywhere and if you
volunteer at a hospital and report it every month you can get credit for service report hours and miles. As
a reminder, mid-year reports are in her hands by November 5, 2025, and service reports in her hands by



January 10*, 2026. It’s still early to go for those awards. Department awards are to PDP Delia J. Ray
Memorial for highest evaluation divided by membership, PDP Sherry Marecek, Hospital Award for most
money given to a State Nursing home in Florida. There are also National Awards, Saint Judes Research
Hospital for children with cancer, and James Parke Scholarship for VAVS. Awards to be announced at the
National Convention in August 2026.

Scholarship: Leslie Long report is on pages 37-39. Please read at your leisure. Her theme for this year is
Transforming lives and building futures. In your packet you will find information from our National
Scholarship Officer, please read. Thank you to those who sent in reports. Take a moment to review the
available Scholarships on our website: amvetsflaux.org. Cash donations are to be used when the donations
have been matched. Mid-year reports are due in my hand on November 5", 2025. Wished Madam
President a successful SEC.

Parliamentarian: PNP/PDP Charlene Kee report is on page 69. We are still reviewing the
procedures for Trusteeship; copies will be passed out at our next meeting in February.

Bylaws Committee met yesterday. We had 13 guests. My committee: Madam President — ex officio,
Executive Officer, PDP Sherry Marecek, PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin, NEC/PDP Debbie Beck, and Karen
Schooley. We are still reviewing the procedures for Trusteeship; copies will be distributed on our next
meeting in February.

During the National Convention Florida recommendation was passed. It is in the Delegate Report
on page 69.

We are reviewing the By-laws. The recommendations will be read at the February SEC and read again at
June Convention and voted on. SEC and President Council and the auxiliaries listed By laws are due before
May 15, 2026. Also, in the SEC packets is a list of the Department Auxiliaries with your due date of your
Bylaws. Please take this back to your local auxiliary. If anyone would like a copy | have copies here, please
raise your hand and the Sergeant at arms will give you a copy.

Department Trainer Report: The department officers had their training in July, and it was successful,
thank you for our trainers: PDP Sherry Marecek, PDP Mary Lou Maslo, NEC/PDP Debbie Beck, and
PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin. For those who may be planning on running for a department officer, the
training will be held July 10*-12%*, 2026. Location to be determined at a later time.
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National Convention Chair: The National Convention will be held here in the Department of Florida.

This will be our 80th National Convention here at the Rosen hotel, Tuesday, August 18th through
Saturday August 22nd, 2026.

She’s looking for volunteers to work a day at the registration desk and support in the meeting room
every evening before the next day's meeting to place candy on the tables and assist the national



Sergeant at Arms.

| still have some slots available, please see me after the meeting. | would like to thank Madam President
for appointing a Ways and Means Chairman to support the National Convention.

| also would like to thank our Ways and Means Chairman, Anne Elkins and PNP PDP Evelyn McElvin
for their support towards the fundraisers.

If you purchased a shirt to support the National Convention, | will be taking a group picture this afternoon
so wear your shirt. The picture will be a be a part of my national floor report.

NEC: PDP Debbie Beck welcomed all to October SEC and thanked everyone for their support in electing
her as your NEC for the upcoming 2 years. Her National Report is on pages 64-65. Her NEC report is on
pages 43-45. Please read at your leisure. It was her honor and privilege of attending the AMVETS National
Convention in Greensboro, N.C. PDP Sherry Marecek was elected as AMVETS Ladies National Hospital
Officer. Also, PNP/PDP Charlene Kee was appointed to National Convention Chair and PDP Evelyn
McElvin was appointed National Honors and Awards Chair for the August 18-22, 2025-2026 National
Convention here in Florida. New training tools are on the website to help you with reporting,
amvetsladieflaux.org. All information on reporting is in the manual on pages 104-109. Please refer to it
when not clear about reporting, as it is important for all to report in the same manner. As a reminder, your
mid-year reports are due in the hands of the service officers by November 5. Emailed reports are not
accepted and to please attend the “School of Instructions” this afternoon as several reports will be
covered. Service officers and | are here to help. Please do not hesitate to reach out. Wished Madam
President a great weekend and a successful SEC.

Chaplain: Dawn Stewart report | on page 47. Greete everyone and thanked local auxiliary Chaplains for
sending her their deceased member forms in a timely manner. She reminds all to fill out forms
completely with next of kin. A name and address if possible. Please make 2 copies, one (1) for your
records and one (1) for her. She will send copies to National and a card to next of kin if known. If you
have a prayer request, please feel free to contact her. She prays everyone has a great SEC.

Grievance: PDP Sherry Marecek ‘s report is on page 51. Welcome to the new year. I've had several
calls about grievances filed against auxiliary members. Just a reminder, if something happens in the
canteen, it's AMVETS business. Filing grievance is a serious matter and
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personality conflicts alone aren't a reason. Please read article 12 of the national constitution and keep
your goat of ethics handy if you do file a grievance I’'m here to help with any questions madam president
thank you for the appointment and | look forward to a great year!

Appeals Chairman: PDP Mary Lou Maslo’s report is on page 52. Please read at your leisure. Welcome to
our October SEC. | hope everyone is planning for a great year. You can start by learning as much as
possible this weekend and sharing it with your auxiliary. Please include your code of ethics in your



agenda this year and take a few minutes to read it. Also, familiarize

yourself with our aims and purposes. Let me remind you to read the AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary
Constitution, especially discipline article 12 and rights of appeal. | look forward to seeing you at the
school of instructions Madam President. | wish you a productive and enjoyable SEC.

Executive Secretary: PDP Donnajeanne Merritt’s report is on page 41. Please do not use your post
address, e-mail, or phone number as a contact to receive membership cards. | have had the experience of
mailing items posts which were never received and calling and leaving messages that were never
returned. It only delays getting in touch with you to help give you directions or make corrections on
something that you have sent in. Example: mailing membership cards to your post; bartender may not
know what it is and even throw them away or put them in her bag never to be seen again or given to the
AMVETS who may not give them to the auxiliary. That has happened more than a few times where | had to
issue replacement cards which take time and money. If you don’t receive your membership cards and
need new ones because they were sent to the post, you would need to pay an additional $10 each to
replace them (the fee for replacing an annual membership card) and you will need to fill out the proper
forms with your check. When accepting renewals please check their cards and ID numbers by seeing a
current card with your validation forms. Please make sure that the officers, addresses, etc. are all correct
on the form. That is what is used when mailing things out to the SEC officers. I've had a few envelopes
come back and the address that was on the revalidation form was what was used. Check your post office.
There may be a problem with them.

If your auxiliary is not in good standing for whatever reason; bylaws, revalidation forms, 990’s, owing
money to the department | cannot renew your members or accept new members. Please make sure that
you have all your paperwork correctly and current.

Madam President stops floor report to introduce guest - National Saddest, Kim Ardrey (Ohio) Sergeant-at

Arms escorted guest to the floor and dais.
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National Saddest (Ohio) - — Sad sacks were started to be a morale group and to raise money for

nursing scholarships. Greeted all. If anyone wants to start a Sad Sacks group, please reach out.
Donnajeanne Merritt’s continued

| cannot stress enough how important it is to have e-mail addresses if you have a phone, you can have an
e-mail address. You will receive information a lot faster if you have a phone or an email address. You will
receive paperwork a lot faster. If you don't have a phone, computer or tablet, you most likely have a
friend that does. See if you could use that for auxiliary matters. In addition, the public libraries have



computers that you can use. We are living in a digital age, and things move fast and you don't want to be
left out.

| know you ladies are working hard and all your department officers appreciate it. Keep up the good
work and Florida will continue to dominate and shine throughout the nation.

We are a team, and we need to work together and get our work done. Talent may win games, but our
teamwork wins championships!

Recording Secretary: My report is on page 42. Please read it at your leisure. Welcome to the October SEC.
Just a reminder, all motions must be written on a motion slip signed by the Madam President and
Parliamentarian and returned. When doing roll call, please speak clearlyso | can accurately record your
presence. | want to add that I’'m truly honored you've appointed me as your recording secretary. | look
forward to a productive SEC!

Madam President advised that PNP/ PDP Evelyn McElvin has 5 awards to hand out from 2025. PNP PDP
Evelyn McElvin and PDP Mary Lou Maslo were called to give their report.

PNP/PDP Evelyn McElkin —I finally got a hold of Mr. Jason from Founding Forward, and he sent me
overnight the certificates. He will be mailing the awards to your home. | will get your address. In
recognition of the largest donation program to the 2025 American Museum Project, and that's Auxiliary
32. And the recognition of the award for the largest donation per member is Auxiliary 32. PDP Mary Lou
Maslo’s award is for the auxiliary donating the most money to an operating Fisher House. If you're not
sure what Fisher House is, it works kind of like the Ronald McDonald House. It's for a family that can go to
a VA hospital, their loved ones. It gives the entire family a place to stay. During that time, they're being
treated at no cost, food is also provided. My winner is auxiliary #32. | want to encourage all of you to look
at the Fisher House for a donation from your auxiliary. Every dollar helps. It's also if you have one in your
area. A great place to volunteer. On a quick statement when PDP Mary Lou Maslo was talking about the
Fisher House. The Fisher House representative was excused as she was in a motor vehicle accident. She
has a report in the book on page 56 that gives some background on the Fisher
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House. National Auxiliary of the year was from Florida. Very proud to say, for the second time in a row,

Auxiliary 44.

Honors & Awards: PDP Evelyn McElvin. The Honors and Awards Judging Committee met for the first time
at 4:00 p.m. today with our Alt NEC and Madam President. We had a very productive meeting. Again,
remember the Convention Forecast will be here at our February SEC to be picked up and signed out by
your SEC woman first if she’s present. If she is not present, the President or a Representative from your
local auxiliary will pick up and sign forecast out. PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin requested permission to add a
motion that the Tee Shirt Fundraiser Forecast. Thanked Madam President for an awesome job for her
first meeting in making everyone feel connected and like a family. We love you, till next time.



At this time PNP PDP Evelyn McElvin asked for special privilege to welcome all first timers! Welcome to
the family. Don’t forget we are here to help and support you! To first timer Kierra, thank you for your kind
words. | will work hard to stay that way. And Millie from Sebring, would like to say something to the Sgt.
at Arms

P.R.O.: Tara Dean’s report is on page 54. Please read it at your leisure. The Department of Florida won first
place for our 2024-2025 scrapbook cover; Thank you to Nikki Anderson. Please send any pictures of the
Madam President from national or any auxiliary visits. | look forward to seeing everyone's local
scrapbooks in June. We also need a volunteer to sell the Madam President's watch tickets tonight, and we
wish the Madam President a successful SEC.

VAVS: Jan Northcutt, Need Volunteers for all VA's 4 hours a week and you can claim hours and miles
each month for hospital.

Bushnell Cemetery: Claudia Thompson, Madam president and auxiliary members. A lot of upgrades
have been done at the cemetery including creating another area for burials and adding more
monuments. Wished Madam President a successful SEC.

Sergeant-at-Arms Report: My report is on page 48. Please read at your leisure. Thank you for electing
me as your Sgt. At Arms. Be sure to pick up your Auxiliar signs in front of your SEC officer at your table so
when the envelope packets are passed out she can take it back to your Auxiliary and share it with your
Auxiliary sister. Please encourage your Auxiliary members to wear their Auxiliary uniforms or business
casual.

Madam President asked everyone to look at page 11 in their book. We have a report card for your
department officers so that you know who's on time with their reports and their responsibilities. Including
herself. | want you to make you aware this will make it easier when it comes time for elections. If
someone is thinking about running, it gives you the opportunity to be able to see who's actually doing
their job before you vote.
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Anna Elkins — Thank you for helping Ways and Means at October SEC. Victoria Spearin invested all day

Friday.

Gaveliers meeting has been moved up to begin immediately after the session.
Benediction: Chaplain Dawn Sewart

Respect to the Colors: Sgt. at Arms

Madam President adjourned Business Session 1. School of instruction will convene at 1:00 p.m. in
Ballroom B. Casual dress



Sunday, November 2™, 2025, Business Session

***Raffle Drawing Friday 50/50, $125.00 to Ginger Down, Saturday 50/50, $125.00 to Jay
Wilkinson, Sunday 50/50

Watch Raffle:
Call to order by Madam President Christina Albright at 8:30 a.m.

Innovation by Chaplain Dawn Stewart. Special prayer given for PNP/PDP Patty Piening. Her
sister-in-law passed.

Pledge of Allegiance by Sgt at Arms Tajuana McKenzie

Roll Call of Officers by Recording Secretary Dianne Zahran

Motion by PDP Mary Lou Maslo: Madam President, | would like permission to pass the hat for the
Commanders project.

PDP Mary Lou Maslo moved to pass the hat for the Commanders project. Second by Jan
Northcutt, no discussion, MOTION CARRIED.

Guest Speaker:

Department of Florida Rider’s President Bob Oliveri — Want to remind you all that the Riders have a
Mid-year rally coming up in March and really hoping you guys will be there will be at 550 Zephyrhills.
Again. And thank you all ladies for supporting us and for what we do, you know where we get to handle
money back to everybody but thank you all for supporting. | have a check here today for Madam
President’s project for $1,000.
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Watch Raffle: Tara Dean - | just wanted to say real quick thank you to Viola Christine Jones from Auxiliary

30 for helping sell tickets last night. Thank you so much for that because we did raise $405 for Madam
President’s project.

Continued Department Officers Reports

Credentials Chairman: April Higgins, report is on page 49. Please read it at your leisure. General
Registration 189, first timers was 31, no show was 37. Total cash and checks are $720. Please try to
pre-register. If you want your book you have to pre- register If you register on site, you will not be



guaranteed a book. We have a deadline. So please try to register online. | mean, people censor certain the
deadline is January 25th. Please make sure they're on the 25th. Anything after the 25th is considered late,
which means. Without saying and you're not guaranteed your vote, I'd like to thank my committee.. They
were awesome. Thank you.

Gavaliers President: PDP Sherry Marecek - Good morning, everyone, The Gavaliers met yesterday during
our lunch break, and I'm glad to report that we have no recommendations. We voted PNP/PDP Patty
Piening into the Gavaliers. We had 31 first timers yesterday. Thank you so much for coming. | hope that
you are bringing something home as far as any knowledge. Madam President, thank you for the use of
your suite to hold our meeting and for the delicious lunch. Thank you everyone for buying the Gavalier
tickets. The money is for the Gavaliers to purchase and help with anything the Department Auxiliary
needs.

Madam President - It's time for me to say thank you to my local member Mary Ellen Beamsand her
husband Frank who were gracious enough to run up to my suite to make sure the room was set up for the
Gavaliers lunch.

Convention Chair: Nikki Anderson, her report is on page 53. Raised $572 on the Raffles. We raised
$361.00 on 50/50 for the Department of Florida. Our theme for the banquet this year will be 1940s
because it is our 40th banquet. There will be prizes for the top three male/female and couples. We have
an M1 Garand rifle that we're raffling off to offset the banquet. You can take 50/50 tickets home and
bring them back in February. | would like to thank Deb Corbo, Annette Norris, Aux. 2415, Tina Bond, Aux.
777, JoAnne Kelderman Aux 2000, PNP PDP Evelyn McElvin and all the auxiliaries who brought baskets.

Ways & Means: Annie Elkins, thanked everyone for supporting the Ways and Means activities this
weekend. They made $585 from the S5 grab bags, $397 from the raffle basket, and $775 from T-shirt
orders. She also mentioned that they tried a "collect the change" idea where people could donate spare
change, and different auxiliaries brought in various amounts that way. In total, they raised about $1,950,
and after expenses, there should be about $1,335 left in the bank. She has 24 T-shirts left and gave her
contact info if anyone has questions. She also thanked those who donated items and mentioned that the
funds will help pay for ladies to
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attend the National Convention next August by covering their registration costs. Finally, she thanked

the President for the appointment and promised not to let anyone down.

Honors & Awards: PNP PDP Evelyn McElvin. The Honors and Awards Judging Committee met for the first
time at 4:00 p.m. today with our Alt NEC and Madam President. We had a very productive meeting. Again,
remember the Convention Forecast will be here at our February SEC to be picked up and signed out by
your SEC woman first if she’s present. If she is not present, the President or a Representative from your
local auxiliary will pick up and sign forecast out.



PNP/PDP Evelyn McElvin moved to add the Tee Shirt information in the forecast for February 2026.
Second by PNP/PDP Patty Piening, no discussion, MOTION PASSED.

Madam President you did an awesome job for your first meeting in making everyone feel
connected and like a family. We love you, till next time.

Thanks for the personal privilege. to our 31 first timers, welcome to the family. Don't forget we’re here
to support, don't be afraid..

PDP Mary Lou Maslo - Announced we collected $335.08 for Commander Dean Richards’ Project.

SEC Council Chair: Leslie Long, her report is on page 37. The SEC President Council meeting is in February.
All are welcome to come sit in on the SEC and learn about reporting. We did have a great meeting.
Reporting and reporting questions were discussed and the designation of donation. When you make a
designation of donation, please make sure that you're filling out the appropriate service report as well, so
you get credit in that area. We shared information about clothing drive, the blood donation amount,
remember $100 a pint, no mileage, no hours, important dates like November 5" for mid-year reports.

Quartermaster: Toni Fox, her report is on page 48 and Statistical Report is on page 55. Please read it. |
would also like to give out a big thank you to our manager. She assisted me this weekend with some of
the sales and the audit. Friday sales, $2,490.00 and Saturday sales $1,059.00. Total of $3549. Working
with Keystone uniform as well to try and get hats. They are number one in the country. Spent 2 weeks
searching other retailers that we can purchase from but, Keystone have tremendous business, and they
are the one that does military hats for all of the U.S. They’re just a little bit slow. Thank you everyone for
supporting what we do here. Call or stop by anytime.

Unfinished Business:

Parliamentarian PNP/PDP Charlene Kee — We had our training yesterday and wanted to get back to a
couple of ladies that came up to me regarding the standing rules. Standing rules in your meetings can
be made at any time by a motion and it goes into effect right there. When

15
you send them to me for approval something that would change that anytime that you don't want to go

into your bylaws. Sometimes when you have your bylaws and you don't want to change them,
sometimes people place them in their standing rules and then when they go to review their by-laws,
they move them in their federal and then later place them into their bylaws.

Uniforms - There is only one official uniform for the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary, and it is in our National
By-laws on page 16 and in Article 9 of the official uniforms. It’s on the National website. You may wear
something else that is meeting appropriate, but this is our official uniform. And | think yesterday's
showing you the uniform that you are supposed to be wearing explained it. When you're doing auxiliary
official business and representing your auxiliary, that is the uniform you should be wearing.



2"Vice President: Wendy Luzader — Attended the AADA joint meeting yesterday at 1:00 p.m. for 15
minutes. Discussed and answered all the questions. Also, | had an auxiliary sister come in. Thank you for
coming in. We had a 20-minute conversation, which was great.

Patty Patsy, Aux, 9

Question why Tax Exemption isn’t taken off our hotel bill. We send information for the Tax Exemption. This
year the hotel will not do so because we’re not paying with AMVETS credit card. We’ve never paid with an
AMVETS card. It was taken to management, and it was said they must charge it.

Answer, by Madam President. Go to website and get Email for the Executive Director of the AMVETS
Dept. of Florida, Rick McKern, | would e-mail him and reach out about this and see what he can do for

resolution.

Question, Can an itinerary be put on the registration table if check-in has been changed. One of my
people wasn’t aware of the change and arrived too early.

Answer, by Madam President. Yes.
Question, Does report dollars get rounded?

Answer by NEC PDP Debbie Beck — If it's $14.52, round up to $15. If it’s $14.25, round down to $14. The
only thing you're not going to touch is the mileage.

Announcements: PNP/PDP Piening asked for personal privilege.

What I'd like to share with you ladies is my grandson since the 6th grade has been in the Jr. ROTC
program at Sarasota Military Academy. In January he wrote an essay and he's the first student from
that school to be able to lay the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown. He wrote another essay and was
selected to take a Vietnam veteran and chaperone hm on the Honor
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Flight to Washington, DC for the Vietnam Wall. I'm proud of that fact and that it's something that we

share as a family and I'm trying to get him involved. Thank you.

PNP PDP Charlene Kee asked for special privilege to speak freely. Madam President, | would like to say
that you held this meeting very official and friendly environment and we're so proud of you representing
the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary.

Benediction by Chaplain Dawn Stewart
Retirement of Colors by Sgt. at Arm Tajuana Gland McKenzie Adjournment 9:34

am.
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